The Jays

The most recent and edifying studies of bird sociality have dealt
with the New World jays (J. L. Brown, 1972, 1974; Woolfenden, 1974).
With the possible exception of the pifion jay Gymnorhinus cyano-
cephala, the eight genera form a close phylogenetic grouping. Like
other members of the Corvidae, including the crows, magpies, nut-
crackers, and choughs, the jays are adaptable omnivores strongly
disposed toward social behavior. Their social systems range from the
basic avian pattern of pair bonding with defended territories to some
of the more extreme forms of colonial nesting and cooperative breed-
ing known in the birds.

Brown (1974) points out that social evolution within this group
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Figure 22-2 The two pathways to advanced sociality in the New World
jays. The upper route terminates in the pifion jay, in which pairs of
birds build their nests close together in “colonies.” The members of each
colony also forage together in tight flocks. The alternate route leads to
caopetative breeding, in which helper birds assist in rearing the offspring
ol ather adults 'This second trend culminates in the Mexican jay.
(Maditicd shpluly from | 1 Brown, 1974.)






nest The habitat is the floristically peculiar Florida “scrub” to which
Vocoernleseens s restricted. The nest s constructed of dead twigs in
low myrtle aale (Querens myvetifolio). Other typical plants include wire
e CAnstel olgeanthay, sevin o the lowes nphthand corner, aid saw

palmetto (Serenoa repens) and sand pine (Pinus clausa) in the right
background. (Drawing by Sarah Landry; based on G. E. Woolfenden, 1974
and personal communication.)




